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What Measure Do We Use? 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


| recently baked a cake for our granddaughter’s first 
birthday. It was a new recipe, and | was a little 
nervous about trying it out for the first time on such 
a special occasion. Unlike other recipes | use, this one 
measured the dry ingredients, such as flour and 
sugar, in grams. I’m used to cups. My go-to solution 
was to work with what made me comfortable, and so 
| pulled out my phone and began looking up the 
conversions for all the amounts issued in grams to 
their equivalent in cups. After all, I'd always done it 
that way. 


Part way through my pain-staking and tedious process of translating each 
measurement given using the Metric System to the Imperial System (did 
you know that the U.S. is one of the few countries globally still using the 
Imperial System? Perhaps this is a theological conversation for another 
day!), our daughter told me that weighing these ingredients in grams was 
actually a more accurate method than measuring them by cups. When 
baking, she told me, things tended to come out better this way. Deep sigh! | 
proceeded to set aside the way | had always done things and try this 
different way in hopes of a more favorable result. 


How we measure things is important, not just in terms of the amount, but 
in terms of the method. It can create something delicious, beautiful, or 
empowering. Or it can create division and destruction. 


Just a few short weeks ago, the militant group Hamas carried out a horrific 
attack on Israel. In retaliation, Israel declared and launched a full-out war 
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against not just Hamas, but all of Gaza. This is not a new conflict. It is the 
product of relationships measured by land, control, power, perceived racial, 
cultural, and religious superiority. What if we used a different measure? 


In political arenas, including all five state legislatures in our own Southeast 
Conference, laws are frequently passed based on what some politicians 
thinks will get them the most votes in the upcoming election or will garner 
the most favor or build the most power. Public servants striving to do what 
is best for the communities and people they serve, to protect the most 
vulnerable and care for those in need produces less capital than making 
the best deal, getting the most headlines, and raking in the most dollars for 
their “war chests.” What if we used a different measure? 


A person's value is too consistently judged and labeled by their external 
appearance: the color of their skin, the clothes they wear, how their hair is 
styled, their age, how much they weigh, the gender of their partner, to 
name a few. Their value is tied to their assets: the sizes of their bank 
accounts, their dwelling place, their car, their job, how much power and 
influence they wield. What if we used a different measure? 


For years, religious success has been evaluated by numbers. In our own 
UCC, we often look at statistics such as number of members, size of the 
budget, and amount of property to gage the success of a congregation. 
Churches fixate on these statistics, often disregarding the capacity and 
impact of ministry in their communities. What if we used a different 
measure? 


When it comes to measuring, God has, by far, given us the best tools: 
justice, kindness, humility (Micah 6:8), and love of God, self, and neighbor 
(Mark 12: 30-31). Jesus has shown us the best ways to “do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God,” and to love God “with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength, to love your 
neighbor as yourself.” What if we used these tools as our measuring sticks? 
What if we measured humanity's success not by our looks and our 
possessions, but by our acts of love, the justice and equity we tend to, the 
“less about me and more about we” approach to life we choose? 


As we prepare to gather for a holiday that invites us to give thanks followed 
promptly by the Season of Advent, | hope that each of us will find much for 
which to thank God. And then, perhaps we can be brave and prepare for 
the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child in ways different from how 
we have in the past. | pray that we will model to the world how to measure 
life and one another in a new way, a compassionate way, a way that truly 
honors God who has created us ALL and created us ALL in God’s own 
image. Only then will we be able to stop fighting over lines drawn in the 
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ground to separate us. Only then will we be able to choose and be leaders 
who truly want us to help us be better together. Only then will be able to 
see each person as a blessed child of God with whom we are called to be in 
relationship. Only then will be able to be the Church in a way that glorifies 
God completely and fully. May it be so! Ashe and Amen. 


(For more information about the UCC's response to the war in the Middle 
East, go to https://www.globalministries.org/the-disciples-and-ucc-address- 
the-crisis-in-the-middle-east/) 


News from the Conference Office 


National Day of Giving is Tuesday, November 28 


This Giving Tuesday, your gift can have an ongoing impact in the 
world. 


Make a gift today that invites and empowers youth and young adults to 
embody Jesus and live out the Gospel in the world today that supports 
communities emerging and recovering from natural and human-made 
disasters that creates the opportunity to plant and revitalize more 
congregations who welcome all people on their faith journeys that equips 
leaders discerning God's call to ministries of pastoral care, chaplaincy, 
counselling, or community service that supports pastors who minister with 
you and your congregation to create places of meaningful worship, 
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sanctuary for those who are struggling, and responses to critical human 
need. 


e Your gift creates opportunities for youth to gather in meaningful 
ways - in 2024, the Southeast Conference, in collaboration with our 
sibling conferences in the Southern Region of the UCC and partnering 
with the Mid-Atlantic Region of the UCC, will be holding a Regional 
Youth Event in Virginia Beach, VA. Your gift supports this event and 
other resources for supporting our local churches working with our 
younger generations. 

e Your gift offers tangible hope to communities through our 
Disaster Ministries - the Southeast Conference, in partnership with 
the UCC Disaster Ministries and Global H.O.P.E., maintains 
relationships and responds to communities in Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, and Tennessee. Your gift makes it possible 
to support and partner with them during the recovery process, as 
well. 

e Your gift makes it possible for new congregations - whether new 
Starts or established and looking for affiliation - to become part of the 
UCC. The Southeast Conference, through our Church Team, has 
identified and began the process of starting 2 new congregations, and 
is in exploration with several other communities. Your gift will support 
continued growth. 

e Your gift helps train new candidates for pastoral ministry - 
whether it is walking alongside MIDs (Members in Discernment) as 
they prepare for and discern their call to ministry or creating 
opportunities for people to explore the options for ministerial 
training, your gift defrays costs associated with preparation for 
ministry. 

e Your gift provides pastors with ongoing support of their work from 
conference staff and peer groups organized by the staff. And when 
your pastor experiences a personal crisis, critical conference staff 
pastoral support is available. 


Truly welcoming congregations don’t just happen. They come from 
trained leaders, values held dearly by UCC members and congregations to 
care for one another and those in physical need, emotional distress, 
seekers of authentic identities, and those who have experienced recent 
natural disasters. 


Your gift now will extend the pastoral and prophetic ministry of the United 
Church of Christ in the Southeast! 
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GIVE NOW 


P.S. Make a Supporting gift today for the essential things which are making 
a difference: leadership in discernment; pastoral leadership; staff working 
with emerging congregations and new church starts; and a United Church 
of Christ engaged in making a difference in the critical issues of the region! 


Financial Deadlines for 2023 


Please mark your calendars. The Southeast Conference’s Books for Our 
Church's Wider Mission and Special Offerings will close on January 12, 2024. 
We must receive your church’s contributions, including the Christmas Fund 
Offering, by January 12 in order for your church’s contribution to be 
counted towards your 2023 total and Five for Five offerings. Please make 
sure checks are made out to the Southeast Conference and the fund is in 
the memo line or include a letter specifying how the funds should be 
divided. 


THURSDAY EVENING: 
Ecclesiastical Council of Ceil Sheahan 


The Commission on Ministry invites you to the 
Ecclesiastical Council of Ceil Sheahan on Thursday, 
November 16, 2023 at 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central 
on Zoom. You can register to attend here. The 
Ecclesiastical Council is the last step on the path to 
Ordination for those seeking Ordained Ministerial 
Standing in the United Church of Christ. 


Originally from Washington, DC, Ceil now calls 
Knoxville, Tennessee home. She is actively involved in 
various ministries at Church of the Savior-UCC, where 
she shares her passions for liturgy, spirituality, and 
creation care. She has an MA in Clinical Pastoral 
Counseling from Emmanuel College, Boston, an M.Div. from Lexington 
Theological Seminary, Lexington, KY, and has completed two internships in 
CPE. Her idea of a perfect day involves rain, strong coffee, a good book, and 
purring lap cats. 
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~ SUNDAY WORSHIP fi 
2 10:30 AM eg 


"REV. JOYLYNN GRAHAM fe 


~~ 


Clockwise from Upper Left: UCC Regional Generosity Officer Rev. Dave Sigmund 
and Rev. Kim Wood with Beth Knight, Spouse of Previous SECUCC Conference 
Minister Rev. Roger Knight; Rev. Sigmund and Rev. Wood with PHCC Pastor Rev. 
Joylynn Graham; Rev. Graham bringing the message; Welcome to PHCC. 


Where’s the Conference Staff? 


Can you find the Southeast Conference staff? Take a moment to catch 
some of the highlights of where we've been and where we're going. 


Recently 


e November 5 - Rev. Fosburgh preached at Midway Congregational UCC 
in Midway GA. 

e November 11-13 - Rev. Wood visited Pleasant Hill Community Church 
and Uplands Village Pleasant Hill, TN with the new UCC Southern 
Region Generosity Officer, Rev. Dave Sigmund. 

e November 12 - Rev. Fosburgh celebrated with First Congregational 
Church in Atlanta as they celebrate their 156th Anniversary. 


Looking Ahead 


e November 19 - Rev. Fosburgh will join First Congregational Church in 
Birmingham for their Zoomcoming where she will bring the message 
for the day. 

e November 19 - Rev. Wood will worship at Spirit of the Cross UCC, her 
home church in Huntsville, AL 
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e November 26 - Rev. Fosburgh will worship with Central 
Congregational in Atlanta. 

e November 28- December 1 - Rev. Fosburgh will gather with the 
Alliance of Associate Conference Ministers for their retreat in Phoenix, 
AZ. 

e November 30 - Rev. Wood will lead a training program at Back Bay 
Mission 

e December 3 - Rev. Fosburgh will worship with Sankofa UCC in Atlanta. 

e December 3 - Rev. Wood will worship with Union United Church of 
Christ at Tougaloo in Jackson, MS and Safe Harbor Family Church 
United Church of Christ in Clinton, MS. 

e December 11-15 - Rev. Wood will attend the UCC Council of 
Conference Ministers Annual Retreat in Tuscon, AZ. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of November 19 


King’s Chapel UCC; Alpine, Georgia 
Ashley Cleere 

James Schwarzlose 

Irvin Whitley 

Lawrence R. Wood 


Week of November 12 
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The United Church; Huntsville, Alabama 
Elizabeth Clement 

Lou Kavar 

Rebecca Seldomridge 

Scott Williamson 

Haley Lerner 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; Deer Lodge Congregational 
Church, Deer Lodge TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Howard 
Congregational, Nashville TN; Community Congregational, Montgomery AL; 
Tuscaloosa UCC, Tuscaloosa AL. 


Celtic Harp Meditation is Thursday, November 16 


Join us on Zoom for 25 minutes of Celtic Harp Meditation November 

16 from 1-1:25 pm Eastern/12:00-12:25 pm Central. Rev. Jean Norton 
Shares her gifts on the harp with twenty minutes of harp and a couple of 
minutes of silence. It can be a wonderful break in your day and a way to 
have some meditation and rest in the middle of your day. Hope you can 
join us on Zoom. 
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SW WINITED CHURCH 
7 OF CHRIST 
* Bhat workd for all 


TRANS DAY OF 
REMEMBRANCE VIGIL 


Monday, November 20 | 7:00 PM Eastern 


featuring guest preacher: 


Carma . Anderson-Harvey 
. ‘ 


Trans Day of Remembrance Vigil 


Trans Day of Remembrance Vigil will be a time where we collectively hold 
space to honor and remember the names of trans siblings we know and 
may never know lost to violence this year. Just as we hold space for All 
Saints Day, may we hold space for our transgender saints in this special 
offering from Gender & Sexuality Justice Ministries. Register Online. 


>k 
CHRISTMAS FUND 


FOR THE VETERANS OF THE CROSS 
AND THE EMERGENCY FUND 


3 | iD The Pension Boards 


The Christmas Fund 


The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross is an annual UCC offering 
that expresses thanks to retired and active UCC pastors and lay church 
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workers and their families, providing direct assistance to supplement 
pensions, medical insurance costs, and funds to meet emergency needs. 


This year’s Christmas Fund theme is “Grace upon grace,” from John 
1:16: “From Christ's fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” 


Join with others in the United Church of Christ to return “grace upon grace” 
to those who have given so much to each of us and to our churches. 


Email Subscriptions from the United Church of Christ 


Did you know that the United Church of Christ provides weekly and 
monthly newsletters from many ministries that share stories, action alerts, 
resources and educational opportunities and more? Visit the UCC website 
and learn more about these valuable tools. 


Training Opportunites and Conferences 


_ PATHWAYS 


4 5 THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


Affordable, Accessible, Awesome 


Are you busy with work, family, caring for others, standing up for justice but 
need a moment each day to deepen your faith and explore ways to hold on 
in a broken, fearful, too often violent world? We invite you to check out our 
online courses where community grows, questions arise, peace comes, and 
faith deepens. Courses offerings can be found on the website here. Now is 
a good time to look ahead to the 2024 course schedule and contact 
PATHWAYS with any questions you may have. Whether you would like to 
take one course or a whole program, PATHWAYS welcomes you. Heidi 
Hulme writes, “I have never been one to do things “traditionally,” and 
PATHWAYS allowed me the opportunity to continue to prepare my 
alternative path to ordination, while allowing me to serve a church, and be 
a wife and mother. ... | am grateful for this experience and education; it has 
blossomed my ministry, and changed my life.” 
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YOU CAN’T STOP JUSTICE! 


A CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
REP. JUSTIN PEARSON AND REV. BENJAMIN CHAVIS, JR. 


A FREE GIVING TUESDAY EVENT ON NOVEMBER 28TH AT 12 PM ET yor RS RO 


i Webinar with Justin Pearson of the Tennessee 
Three 


In this Giving Tuesday event, two prophetic leaders will join in an online 
conversation about the never-ending river of justice that extends from one 
generation to the next. The Rev. Dr. Benjamin Chavis, Jr. coined the phrase 
"environmental racism" and helped lead the struggle for environmental 
justice, while Rep. Justin Pearson went from leading a grassroots 
environmental justice organization to serving as a state representative who 
made headlines around the world for his courageous stand in calling for 
commonsense gun legislation. Join us on November 28th at 12 pm ET to 
hear from these two leaders. Register today! 


Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock Conference 
Center 
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Blowing Rock Conference Center's Winter Youth Retreat (WYR) is a retreat 
for UCC youth and like-minded churches from all over the South. 


Youth and leaders are invited to come together for a weekend of worship, 
service, snow, and fun as we take time to build relationships and nurture 
our faith. 


This year’s theme and conversations will be focusing on our relationship 
with the earth and how God calls for us to care for all creation. We will 
explore this theme together through storytelling and the music of Alathea 
as well as small group sessions designed to be hands-on experiences. 


Winners of numerous acoustic music and songwriting awards, the duo 
Alathea takes stories from their own lives and weaves them into music 
that’s instantly relatable. Rooted in the Appalachian Mountains, Alathea 
(Mandee Radford Langley and Cristi Johnson) create and perform original 
and traditional music in what they call Front-Porch-style, using eclectic 
instruments, thick modern harmonies and engaging storytelling of life on 
the road, taking cues from nature, their families, and neighbors along the 
way. 


For registration and programming- Click here! 


Upcoming Event: Youth Feedback Needed 


The Southern Regional Youth Event Steering Committee wants to hear from 
our youth ages 12-17. We are elevating our youth voices in the planning of 
an event designed to engage the needs, wants, and interest of youth! As we 
move the needle in youth ministry reimagining the possibilities, we want to 
make sure that you not only have a seat at the table but that you own this 
space. 


Please complete a short three question survey to assist the steering 
committee in some preliminary planning using the link below. The next 
steps will be to invite many of the youth to some planning conversations as 
we lay out a format for the regional event. 


(Please forward the link below to any youth in your church who might be 
interested) 
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EQUIP. ENGAGE. 


.. Southern Regional Youth. Event 2024 


«July 23+ 26, 2024. 
Virginia Beach, VA 


November 16 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EST 
November 16 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
November 21 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
November 28 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EST 
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Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


November 28 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


December 5 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


December 12 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


December 14 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
Board of Directors Meeting 


December 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


December 21 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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